
Councilman Murray moved that the meeting recess until 4:30 P.M. 
to await the arrival of Councilmen Hitchcock and Powell. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell arrived at 4:34 P.M. 

The meeting .reconvened at 4:35 P.M:. Cle:r:k Bartlett read a 
communication from the City of Palos Verdes Estates, in which the 
Mayor and City Council of the C1tyaccepted the invitation of the 
Torrance City Council to meet with them May 2, l'il40 at 7:30 P.M. 
f'or discussion of various matte:z:s of' mutual interest. 

Councilman Hitchcock arrived at 4:38 P.M. 

Clerk Bartlett read the call of the meeting, being "for the 
purpose of considering adoption of a Resolution to the Los Angeles 
County Council reque s.ting transfer of certain County property to 
the City of Torrance." 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title .to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1386 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE REQ,UESTING THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES TO RETURN A CEaTAIN PORTION OF THE 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY HEALTH CENTER PROPERTY 
TO THE CITY. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Hesolution No. 1386 be adopted. 
Councilman Murray seconded the r:lotion, which was carried by the 
follOwing .roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN:. None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett pr.esented the communioation from the City of 
Palos Verdes Estates to Counoilman Hitchcook, he having been absent 
during reading of same. 

At 4:40 P.m., upon motion of Councilman HitChcock, seconded 
Councilman Babcock,the meeting adjourned. ~ 
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, ~ '~I City Clerk of the City of Torrance 
Mayor of the City of Torranoe 

MlNU'rES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
May 14, l'il40 . 

by 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Me.eting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday evening, May 14, l'il40 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll. those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. Absent: 
.Councilmen: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held April 23, 1940 be approved as amended. Councilman Murray 
seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. Counmlman 
Hitchcock .moved that the minutes of a Special Meeting held May 1, 
1940 be approved. Councilman Murray seconded the motiolf, which was 
carried unanimously. 
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from The Texas Company, enclosing 
check in the amount of $82.49 in full payme.nt of franchise earn
ings under Ordinanc,es Nos. ' 117, 884, 1129 and 1377 for the period 
J.nuary 1, H3c()to,December 31, 1~39 inclusive. 

A communication was read from the Shell Oil Company, enclosing 
check in the amount of $193.76 covering franchise earnings under 
Ordinances Nos. 116, 121, 174, 1356 and 1502 for the period to 
December 31, 193'il. 

A communication was read from Mrs. A. H. Silligo, President of 
the Torrance iYoman' s Club, requesting permission to allow the club 
dance scheduled for Saturday, May 18, 1940 to run until 1:00 A.M. 
Attorney McCall advised that to grant this request would be in 
direct conflict with Ordinance No. 291 prohibiting Sunday dancing 
in the City of Torrance. Clerk Bartlett was instructed to notify 
Mrs. Silligo to this effect. 

. A communication was read from the Walt.eria Oi vic Organization, 
Objecting to the practice of the Q.uand t Pumping Station in digging 
up the public streets for the purpose ot: repairing water mains and 
leaving the street in a state of disrepair. It was suggested that 
1~. Q.uandt ,be required to obtain permits for this type of work. 

Mr. Young, City Engineer, advised that all the at.her water 
companies take out permits for excavating and asked for authoriza
tion to direct a letter to Mr. Q.uandt informing him of the necessity 
of obtaining permits whenever cuts are made in the public streets. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to direct a letter to Mr. Q.uand,. t notifying him to obtain permits 
when it is necessary for him to dig up the public streets to repair 
water mains. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the iialteria Civic ASSOCiation, 
together with a copy of a letter written by them to the Dicalite 
Company objecting to the dust and acid odor from the Dicalite Com
pany plant, and requesting the Council to take some action thereon. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the matter be referred to the 
Health Department for investigation. Councilman Murray seconded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Industrial Byproducts 
Specialties, requesting permission to operate a plant for the manh
facture of sulphate of Iron on property leased from Santa Fe Land 
Company, adjacent to the International Derrick Company. 

Counci lman Hi tohcook moved that the matter be referred to the 
Ci ty Engineer for investigation and report at the next m.eeting. 
Councilman Babcock second.ed the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Division of Highways, enclos
ing check in the amount of $892.97 to cover invoice of the City of 
Torrance for expenditures in connection wi th the improvement of 
s tate Highway VII-L.A-l64 Torrance under the 1/4-cent gasoline tax 
allocation for state highways. Clerk Bartlett explained that the 
improvement was construction of a culvert at 236th Street and 
Hawthorne Avenue. 

Insert**** 
A communication was read from the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, 

advising that in a recent conference with Mr. Fred W. Smith, Manager 
of the southern Galifornia Telephone Company's district serving 
Torrance, the writer, Mr. Gilmeister, had been informed that approx
imately in September of this year a plan for §xte.nded telel>hofie 
service will be put into operation. " aid extended area to embrace 
all the Harbor District section, including Torrance and Redondo Beach. 

A communication was re.ad from the County of Los Angeles Board 
of Supervisors, advising that at a regular mee.ting of the Board 
held May 8, 1940, the resolution adopted by the Torrance City Council 
and forwarded to the Board requesting the County to deed back to 
the City a certain parcel of land for park purposes had been present-
ed and the re~ue st granted by unanimous vote of the Board of Super-
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visors. 
Mayor McGuire stated that Supervisor Hauge had been in accord 

wi th this acti on some time ago. 
Councilman Hitchcock moved the City Clerk be authorized to 

direct a letter of thanks to the Board of Supervisors for their 
cooperation in r8turning this parcel of land. Councilman Murray 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Joel Hagberg, Walteria, object
ing to the ordinance governing licen~sing of dogs in the City of 
Torrance, and demanding a meeting with the City Council for dis
cussion of same. 

A communication was read from Captain of Polic e G. M. Calder, 
tendering his resignation as Captain of Police of the City of Torrance, 
and expressing appreciation for having been given the opportunity of 
serving the community for the ·past fourteen years. He requested that 
action be taken not later than June 1, 1940 if possible. 

Councilman Powell moved that tke resignation of G. M. Galder 
as Capt.ain of Police of the City of Torrance be accepted, effective 
June 1, 1940. Clerk Bartlett was instructed to extend to Mr. 
Calder the appreciation of the City Council for his past services 
to the City of Torrance. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES GOUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A cOIlllllunication was read from J. E. McMaster, Fire Chief, re
commending that a permit be granted the Bert S. Crossland Post #170 
to sell fireworks as applied for at Carson & Cabrillo Avenue and at 
Arlington and Torrance Boulevard. 

Counci lInan Hi tchco ck moved that Chie.f McMaster f s recommendation 
be complied with and the permit be issued. Councilman Babcock second
ed the motion, which was c.arried unanimously. ' 

A communication was read from J. E. McMacter, Fire Chief, re
commending that a permit be issued. Councilman Murray second-
ed the motion, which was carrie~d unanimously. 

Regarding the reque st of Eugene H. Ro sen thaI for permit to 
operate an amusement parlor ·at 1601-03-04 Gramercy Avenue, Chief 
Stroh reported his investigation had revealed the amusement to be 
a minature bowling alley, operated automatioally. 

Councilman Powell requested that, inasmuch as no recommenda tlion 
for granting or denying the permit had been submitteq. the matter 
be deferred until the next meeting. 

(nerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1387 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF 
DEED TO EDWARD G. NEESS COVERING LOTS 15 
AND 1.6., BLOOK 5-2, TORRANCE TRACT IN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, OOUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1387 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following poll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuir'Elo NOES = COUNCI UffiN : None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

u 



Engineer Young reported regarding the cost of constructing 
sidewalks on the west side of Arlington Avenue from Plaza del Arno 
to Santa Fe Street, the estimated co st being $625.00. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested that the item be .figures in the 
new 1940-41 budget, adding that he would be glad to have the work 
done immediately if funds were available. Councilman Powell urged 
that the work be commenced as soon as possible. Action deferred 
for the present time. 

Engineer Young read a tabulation showing the apportionment of 
the April, 1940 ~uarterly payment of the 1!4-cent gas tax alloca
tion under Section 194 of the Streets and Highways Code for expendi
ture on streets of major importance, the Torrance share being 
$2,027.50. 

Engineer Young read a communication from the Department of 
Publie Works, Division of Highways, advising that revenue avail
able from l/4-cent gas tax funds for allocation to Streets of 
Major Importance within the Ci·ty of Torrance for the fiscal year 1941 
is estimated at $8, 1'70.00, to which amount may be added the unobligat
ed balance of revenues at the end of the fiscal year of June 30, 1940 
in the amount of $12,418.05, making a grand total of $20,588.05 avail
able for programming at thi s time. . It was re~ue sted tha t the City 
adopt a budget and submit project statements promptly. 

Engineer Young reported that the. W.P.A. sewer project in the 
Vista Highlands di strict had not been started yet, al though it was 
scheduled to begin May 7, 1940. Mayor McGuire stated that the 
County Sanitation District had recently appropriated $2500.00 for 
this project, which will probably start, he said, within a few days. 

Councilman Powell asked Attorney Mc-call what action has taken 
place in the condemnation· proceedings of the Pacific Electric Rail
way Oompany right of wayan Cabrillo Avenue. 

Attorney McCall replied that since the last meeting, he had 
. conversed several times with attorneys of the Pacific Electric and 
advised them the City Council is not satisfied with the proposition 
of giving an easement as expressed in their agreement. Also, he 
said, he had expressed the desire to arranse a meeting date between 
Pacific Electric Railway Company officers (including engineers and 
attorneys) and the Torrance City Council at some time mutually 
agreeable. 

Counci!man McGuire · said he felt the City Council should oonform 
its time to the time of the pacific Electrio officials. 

Councilman Murray said he was of the impression a friendly 
li tlgation and granting of a deed to the prope.rty by the Pacific 
Electric Railway Company to the City of Torrance would conclude the 
matter. 

Attorney McCall said it is necessary to file a sut t, but the 
Oauncil is not satisfied with their proposal to give an easement 
instead of title. He said the Pacific Electric desires to meet 
all the requirements of the CounCil, but that the agreement they 
have is not as favorable to the City of rEorrance as he thinks it 
can be made by conference. 

Councilman Hitchcock said tha.t he felt the curve on Cabrillo 
Avenue to Border Avenue should be included in the plan, the agree
ment, he said, not includir~ this portion of the right of way. He 
added that he felt the re~uest of the Pacific Electric Railway Com
pany that the City of Torrance deliver the tracks and material to 
their shops after the City removes them is an unreasonable reCluest. 
He said he felt they should be satisfied for the City to deliver 
the material to their (Pacific Electric Railway Company's) rail
road cars. 

Counoilman Hitchcock ottered to contact the Pacific Electric 
Railway Company offi cials next week. as, he said, he will be in the 
Pacific Electric office on other business. 



Gouncilman Powell: 

"1 hav,e some other business here - unpleasant busine.ss - to 
take up at this time. - In regards to our Police and City Judge 
Department. In order to familiarize the public and audience with 
regards to conditions s:urrounding this case, I have prepared a state
ment here in rega~ds to some of the facts I have gathered. However, 
some people don't seem to agree with me on ~his, but nevertheless, 
we are elected to this office to protect the interests of the 
people. No matter how bitter the medicine might be, sometimes it 
is neoessary to have to indulge. 

About eight or nine months ago, I heard that there was a short
age in the Poliee Judge Department and I heard it had peen paid back. 
Realizing t,hat the Finance Committee had not seen fi t to convey this 
information to the other members of the Council, I ~ent to Mrs. Leech, 
the City Treasurer, to ask if there had been any unusual deposits to 
the treasury from that department. She said that as far as ahe knew 
everything was in order and that the Pity Cle;t'k's department kept 
the books. I supposed that it was all just a false report and let 
it ,drop at the time. Nevertheless,tha,t started me thinking about 
it. I contacted a person with. auditing experience and in going back 
through the old budgets, we noticed that for several months there were 
no oollections turned in from the Police Judge's department. 

About four weeks ago I went to Mr. McGuire's house to have him 
oall a meeting. of the other members of the Council for the purpose of 
discussing this matter. I inquir~d, of ~. McGuire if he had noticed 
in thfj budget reports that some months showed no collections turned 
in by that department. He answered that he had and, had wondered about 
it. I asked him if he knew that Judge Lessing was short in his 
accounts and he said yes h~ knew but didn't know how muoh and that 
Judge Lessing had made up the shortage. At a later meeting of the 
Counoi 1, Mi'. Murray (isked Mr. MoGuire how muoh the Jud,ge, was short and 
Mr. McGuire answered he was short something over nine hundred dollars. 

Last Saturday at the request of Mr. Murray, the Auditor, Mr. 
Rambo, met with the Councilmen and was asked just how muoh the short-' 
age was. :I'he auditor reported that it was something over twelve 
hundred dollars -- that he had found over four hundred in the Polioe 
Department and that the Judge's Shortage was a little over seven 
hundred dollars -- but, that the shortage had been made good. I 
inquired of Mr. Rambo to whom he reported the shortage, when he found 
it and he said that he reported it to Mr. Tolson, then Mayor, and 
later to :the Finance Committee, but it seems that the Finanoe Com
mittee didn't see fit to familiarize some of the other members of 
the Counoil in regards to this oomition, and that being grounds, I 
claim, for removal from offioe, I move t,hat Bob Lessing be removed 
from offioe as Polioe Judge. 

Councilman Murray seconded the motion, the roll call'vote being 
as follci>ws: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Murray and Powell. NOES: OOUNOIL
MEN: Baboook, Hitchcook and McGuire. 

Oouncilman Powell moved that, owing to the disorepanoy in the 
Poliee Department, Chief of Police, Jolm stroh also be removed from 
office. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, whioh was carried 
by the following roll call vote~ AYES: COUNCILlVIEN: Babcock, Murray 
and Powell. NOES: OOUNCILMEN: Hitchcock and McG\lire. AB$ENT: 
OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Powell moved that Se'rgeant E. M. Ashton be made 
Chief of Police of the City of Torrance to become effective at 
once. 

A discussion arose at this time regarding appointment of the 
Police Chief, Councilman Hitohcock questioning whether or not an 
appointment could be m~de without the reoommendation of the Civil 
Servioe Board. 



Mayor McGuire stated for the bene'1'it of the audience that any 
member of the Pol1ce Department is eligible for appointment as Chief 
of Police, it not being necessary, according to the Civil Service 
Ordinance, to advance through the ranks to the position of Chief. 

Counoilman Powell maintained he .was within his legal rights 
in proposing l'/[r. Ashton for the position at this time. 

After considerable discussion, Mayor McGuire declared the motion 
to make Sergeant E. M. Ashton Chief of Polic:e of the City of Torrance 
lost for want to a second. 

CounCilman Babcock asked Attorney -McCall for a ruling regarding 
appOintment of Chief 0'1' Police, as to whether the appointment could 
be made without recommendation of the Civil Service Boa.rd. 

Attorney McCall advised that the Civil Service Ord.inance states 
that when t .here is a vacancy to be fillad that the Civil Service 
Board shall submit to the Councilor appointing officers the three 

(3) highest students or officers who passed the examination for such 
appointment and t he Council shall select anyone of the three. 

Counailman Powell questioned whether this applied to Chiefs of 
Police. Councilman Murray contended the Chief of Police is not under 
civil serVice, Councilman Powell agreeing with him. Councilman 
Babcock pOinted out there is no examination given for the office of 
Chief of Police. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Sergeant F. J. Schumacher be made 
Chief of Police of the City of Torrance, effective as of June I, 1940. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote; AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Powell. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Murray: ~It seems that we are 
we vote against dismissal of our Judge when we 
$800.00 is short in his account, while we vo t e 
of Police who was only 50% as bad an Offender. 
has been made." - Matter of reoord. 

rather inconsistent when 
have evidence that 
to dismiss our Chief 
However, the motion 

Councilman Murray moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$400.00 be made for showers, toilets and rest rooms at the ball park. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN; Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: CotmCIl.MEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCII1ViEN: None. 

Councilman Murray requested that he and Councilman Powell be 
given keys to the City Hall door. 

Mayor McGuire asked CounCilman Murray if he . had any reports to 
-make regarding Factory Frolic plans, to which Councilman Murray re
plied in the negative. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to exceed. 
$238.20 be made for material for resurfacing Western Avenue south of 
Carson Street. Councilman Murray seconded the motion; which was 
carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMAN: Babcock, 
Hi tchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that not to exceed $174.58 be made 
for material for street repair. Councilman Babcock, second.ed the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$238.25, plus sales tax, be made for washroom facilities at the City 
Yard. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$55.00 be made for 1500 lumen lamps at the ball park. Councilman 
Hi tchcock seaond.ed the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSET:lT: COUNCIL
MEN: .None. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$146.93 be made for venetian blinds for the City Hall windows. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the lnotion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL\1EN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNC ILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that, due to the difficulties as 
presented and the disposition theEf, that the City Council go 
on record as requesting a Grand. Jury Investigation into the Police 
Department's books and City Judge's books. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILIiIEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCII1I1EN: Hi tchcock. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock said he cast a negative vote in the above 
action, because he feels the Judge is innocent of any charges of 
this nature brought against him. He said he had been told that 
unless the Judge were dismissed, a Grand Jury Investigation WOuld be 
demanded. He said that if any :i,.ndi vid uals desired. the Inv~stigation. 
they could ask for it, but he felt the Council should not ask for 
such an investigation. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

}Ar. Klusman made a few remarks regarding the proposed Grand 
Jury Investigation. 

A Mr. MaCrome briefly outlined the plan fQr the proposed. amuse
ment parlor at 1603 Gramercy Avenue, advising that the miniature 
bowling alley game is being introduce4 to the west coast, Torrance 
having been selected as a suitable place to introduce it. He said 
the nearest operating game of this kind is in Chicago. Councilman 
Powell said an apartment house is located near the proposed amuse
ment center and questioned the matter because of probable noise. 

Mr. McCrome was advised that the matter had been deferred until 
the next meeting, but that if possible, a report will be made at the 
adjourned meeting scheduled tor May 21,. 1940. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried b.y the 
following roll call vote:. AYES: COUNCILMEN:. Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCII1iIEN: None. ABSE1TT: 
COUNCIUIEN: None. 

At 8:3~ upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seconded by Council
man Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned to May 21, 1940 at ~:OO P.M. 

Cit~l~~dn •• 

~~~ 
Mayor of theciYQi'TOi'i'8:nCE 
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